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Resumen. Quieren ser estas paginas una lectura global de Paisajes 
después de la batalla, juguete verbal en el que desemboca la escritura 
de Juan Goytisolo, tras la muy seria experiencia de su «trilogia de la 
traicién». Es en esta obra donde la férmula de la «escritura como 
juego» deja de ser una frase, para producir un texto extrafio y revo- 
lucionario por su novedad y originalidad. Juan Goytisolo juega con 
su propia biografia, desmontandola en piezas sobre las que proyecta 
una luz caricaturesca y esperpéntica; juega con las distintas entidades 
del discurso, sometiéndolas a innumerables refracciones y desdobla- 
mientos; juega, finalmente, con el lector, ofreciéndole no una novela 
y si un rompecabezas. La historia ha dejado de ser el centro de atrac- 
cién del interés del lector, desplazdndose hacia el discurso. Un dis- 
curso, en este caso, totalmente fragmentario, que el lector debe ar- 
mar. Las piezas estan ahi. Yo he intentado casar unas con otras, con 
la esperanza de lograr, al final, una historia coherente. Pero, como 
en los viejos rompecabezas, muchas de las piezas de Paisajes tienen 
seis caras. El secreto estd en acertar, al colocar todos los cubos, con 
la cara correcta. (FJB) 
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Entre la experiencia y la revelacién: La metapoesia en la Espafia de posgue- 


Resumen. La poesia espafiola de la posguerra acusa una clara evoiu- 
cién: de una poesia coloquial y realista—la llamada «poesia social» 
de los afios 40 y 50—a una poesia mas exegética y auto-reflexiva en 
los 60 y 70. Esta progresién de la poesia de protesta a la metapoesia 
se manifiesta en poetas como José Hierro, José Angel Valente y 
Angel Gonzalez, cuyas obras reflejan un alejamiento del compro- 
miso politico y una nueva tendencia hacia la indagacién ontoldgica. 
(SMG) 


The Deferred Enigma in Juan Benet’s Un viaje de invierno. Gonzalo Nava- 


Abstract. Un viaje de invierno follows a general semiotic strategy 
which I cali the deferred enigma. By this I mean the indefinite post- 
ponement of the resolution of the conceptual issues and questions 
about various subjects raised in Un viaje de invierno. By means of 
this strategy, the text engages the reader more actively in the process 
of developing the novel and induces him to supply the answers that 
the novel itself refuses to offer. 

The strategy of the deferred enigma is implemented through five 
devices: 1. the raising and nonfulfillment of expectations, 2. the un- 
answered question, 3. indeterminate meaning, 4. use of contradic- 
tory and illogical thought, and 5. parenthetical language. Elaborat- 
ing mainly on reader-response theory, I examine the way in which 
these devices function within the novel to provide support for its 
general strategy. 

In the conclusion, I propose that the reader of Un viaje de in- 
vierno cannot arrest the deferral of meaning in the text nor impose a 
unified reading on the novel. (GN) 


San Manuel Bueno, mdrtir and the Reader. Stephen J. Summerhill 


Abstract. As one of Unamuno’s least experimental and more widely 
read texts, San Manuel Bueno, mdrtir provides a good starting point 
for applying reader-oriented criticism to Don Miguel’s novels. Con- 
temporary criticism has articulated three distinct kinds of readers in 
texts: the fictional, the implied and the real. All converge around the 
narrating voice, who organizes the text, addresses it to a reader, and 
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reader’s role in the work. In the case of San Manuel Bueno, mdrtir, a 
life of contact with Manuel and Lazaro creates in the narrator, 
Angela Carballino, a series of stages in which she grows toward ac- 
quiring complexity of understanding. My proposal is that, for each 
of her stages, there corresponds a fictional reader in her manuscript 
whose presence subtly guides the implied reader to an appropriate 
reading of the work. A key role is then played by the editor-Unamu- 
no in the epilogue who is taken here as still another fictional reader, 
and whose response to Angela’s writing creates major ambiguities 
with respect to Manuel, his «sanctity,» and the meaning of life. 
These ambiguities suggest, finally, that San Manuel Bueno, mdrtir 
seeks a reader of co.wplex understanding who is capable of sustaining 
multiple interpretutions of the issues before him or her, a position 
which is at odds with both Manuel himself and those who would see 
the novel as promoting ignorance and a traditionally religious, unin- 
formed way of life. (SJS) 


Returning to the Text: Juan Marsé’s Un dia volveré. Currie K. Thomp- 


Abstract: An initial reading of Un dia volveré may lead many readers 
to conclude that it is a work of mimetic fiction, one which points to 
an external reality. Closer inspection reveals, however, that this work 
is a metafictional collection of closely related but conflicting texts 
which flaunt their own fallibility and suggest the impossibility of any 
text’s leading to a reality beyond itself. Included in this intertextual 
network are two important mythical texts which, instead of sug- 
gesting (as does myth in more traditional novels} an archetypal core 
for this fiction, help to build a seemingly endless textual regression. 
Through this textual regression and through the use of images and 
mythical motifs suggesting absence and castration, Un dia volveré 
reveals an affinity with the thought of neo-Freudian Jacques Lacan 
and other post-structuralist theoreticians dedicated to exploring the 
inadequacy of western logocentrism and its traditional metaphysics 
of presence. (CKT) 
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